Sight Reading Book Six

Forward

Reading music is a valuable skill that most professional musicians possess. While all reading is a
process of recognition, reading music involves physical execution as well. Therefore, it is not enough
to just read music. We must turn those tiny dots and symbols into audible sounds. The purpose of this
book is to provide you with organized notation that follows a developmental progression. Written with
the bass in hand, this music will sound good and help strengthen your left hand technique.

Like the previous books in this series, Sight Reading Book Six is written in one continuous stream. |
chose to present the reading material in this fashion to help avoid the memorization of a set group of
measures, typically a song or an exercise. Of course you will want to dissect and repeat some phrases
and groups of phrases that need work. However, as much as possible, when you start reading in this
book, don’t stop. Keep going! A big part of becoming a good sight reader is to play without stopping.
You choose the tempo.

| think you will find this music surprisingly challenging to perform well. Don’t be fooled. Just because
the majority of rhythms are continual quarter notes, you still must shift and read the pitches. Like a jazz
walking bass line, these quarter note melodies have very few rests. That means that our eyes have to

constantly be moving. This book will help you learn to read ahead.

Set your metronome and keep up. The tempo you choose should be based on your ability. You must
play fast enough to feel some frustration at missing notes but not too fast that you cannot play any of
the notes. | wrote this book playing a quarter note @126 bpm. | suggest you bump up the speed for
some good experience. You will feel different challenges at each new tempo.

The music does not necessarily become more difficult as you move through the book. | recommend

that you vary your practice by starting at different points. Some starting points will be easier or harder
depending on your chosen tempo and your overall ability.

Good hand position and smart fingering choices will greatly effect your success as a reader. Always

strive for economy of motion.
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