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Here is a minor blues with some commonly added chord changes. Notice how this line lies under
your fingers with very little movement required. That is a formula for playing good time.

Example

16 - Blues in C Minor Walking
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Establishing a strong groove early in a song is oh, so important. It's like getting off on the right
foot. When you get the groove going, it seems like you can play anything. Conversely, if you

miss the groove when you first start, it can be very difficult to find later on. Your opening chorus of
a song needs to be carefully executed to ensure that you find the groove.

My dear fi

it to m&

‘It ] irs@he boat is sluggish and doesn’t
st ’ ] . As you build
speed, the boat begins to rise in the water and finally starts to plane on top of the
water. Like the boat, it takes a little time to get the music grooving. You must be
very deliberate and patient in the beginning of a song. Strive for simplicity and
consistency and the groove will settle in. Once you hit the groove, you can play
almost anything, and it will feel great.”

This takes patience and consistent time. The great players always do this.
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Example 25 - Black Out, Paul Chambers Transcription

Jazz Bass Time & Groove
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Example 30 - Rhythm Changes in G Walking

Jazz Bass Time & Groove
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For this solo, | moved the phrasing around a little. It may be harder to learn to play, but | think you
will dig it.

Example 45 - F7 Solo
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Work with the play-along track and you will begin to “hear” it better. With practice, it will groove as
well as the others.
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Example 55 - I Can’t Get Started, Solo
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Example 64 - Autumn Leaves, Bass Line
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